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European Development Cooperation: towards policy renewal

and a new commitment*

The European Community at this crucial moment as
an enlarged Union of 25 member states, with a newly
elected parliament and a new Commission, is facing
great challenges and opportunities in renewing its
development cooperation. Hence we call on you as
decision makers in the Commission, in the Parliament
and in the governments of the member states to take
the lead towards a renewed and broad-based com-
mitment for a sustainable international cooperation
of the European Union in the 21st century.

The decisions to be taken between 2005 and 2009
will be of utmost importance and influence the future
of Europe’s Development Cooperation. Therefore, we
hope there will be clear strategies focusing on co-
herence in European external policies, better coor-
dination between the European Commission and EU
member states, and a greater commitment to pov-
erty reduction.

Itis also imperative to mobilise all partners, both,
the European Commission as well as member states,
to generate the political will and ensure firm com-
mitment, especially in providing the required and
internationally-agreed funding to enable develop-
ing countries to achieve the Millenium Develop-
ment Goals.

Furthermore, policies should incorporate strate-
gies on development education, gain in awareness
and communication to better enhance public support
and visibility of European development cooperation
in Europe.

Two days were spent exploring relations between
foreign policy, security, trade, human rights and de-
velopment. This document formulates the main find-
ings and key recommendations of the conference,
which brought together 250 experts from Europe,
North America, Latin America, Africa and Asia. Here-
with we would like to bring these findings to your at-
tention with the request to take the following policy
recommendations into consideration:

* EDC2010 International Conference, organised by SID Europe in
cooperation with EADI and Euforic; 27-28 September 2004, The

Hague.
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European Development Cooperation
must change

FOREIGN, SECURITY AND
DEVELOPMENT POLICY

P After the end of the Cold War the patterns of
international relations followed the traditional
concept of security, which focused on the terri-
torial defence of states. This outmoded approach
is not applicable any more: Current conflicts are
regional in scale, therefore regional responses
are required both within the regions and by the
EU. A new South-North division of labour needs
to be agreed by the EU to help finance African
and other peace-keeping efforts and related re-
construction for development.

P Recognising the danger of a clear development
focus being contaminated or diluted by security
concerns, prevailing insecurity of all sorts has to
be acknowledged as a key obstacle in the fight
against poverty.

» More importance needs to be given to devel-
opment issues, although they have become more
people-oriented and relevant to a broader public
in the last years.

TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT

» Provided the benefits of trade development
are distributed fairly, it has a far greater poten-
tial than aid actions to reduce poverty. The im-
portance of trade policy as a key tool to fight
poverty needs to be recognised. The EU should
commit itself to trade liberalisation within the
next WTO Round, where it should phase out agri-
cultural subsidies (as part of the Common Agri-
cultural Policy reform).
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1 Recent conclusions by the European Council underlining the need
for more coherent action, including the “exchange of best prac-
tices within the EU” and the “establishment of common basic
principles for immigrant integration policy of the Member States”
have to be implemented.

(see: Council of the European Union, Presidency Conclusions
16238/04, 17 December 2004)
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The way forward
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